
 

2019 RUSSIAN GRAND PRIX – FRIDAY 27/09/2019 

 

Pierre Gasly (STR14-04, Car 10) 

First Practice Session 

Best lap: 1:36.538, pos. 12th, 25 laps 

Second Practice Session 

Best lap: 1:34.971, pos. 6th, 26 laps 

“It was a really good Friday. I’m happy with the progress we made between FP1 and FP2 as it 

seems to have gone in the right direction. We finished the day with the sixth-fastest time, which 

is always positive, but I think looking at our situation with the penalty on Sunday, we really need 

to make sure we have a strong race car and prioritize our car for Sunday compared to 

Saturday. There’s a lot to analyse tonight, but it was a positive day overall.”  
 

Daniil Kvyat (STR14-03, Car 26) 

First Practice Session  

Best lap: 1:38.550, pos. 19th, 5 laps 

Second Practice Session 

Best lap: 1:35.337, pos. 12th, 38 laps 

“It wasn’t an ideal start to the day in FP1, so in FP2 we had to catch up with the mileage we 

lost and try a few things we couldn’t try in FP1. I needed to get reacquainted with the track 

and find my references again, which I did, and we ended up having a productive session in 

FP2. We covered everything we planned to do, so we are prepared for tomorrow. In the end, 

we completed a decent number of laps for our long run analysis and hopefully we have 

enough data to understand what we need for the race. There are always chances, so we’ll do 

our best to take them. We knew our weekend was going to be compromised already with the 

penalty we are taking. However, we will do our job and see how far we can get up the grid on 

Sunday.” 

 

Jonathan Eddolls (Chief Race Engineer): 

“I think it’s fair to say we are generally happy following the end of FP2, although we didn’t make 

it easy for ourselves today. We are introducing fresh PUs on both cars, which means a five-place 

grid penalty for Pierre and a back of the grid start for Dany. Unfortunately, we had a fuel system 

issue on Dany’s car after the first lap in FP1, which put him on the back foot in his home race. 

On the other side of the garage, we got some good mileage from Pierre’s car in FP1. The C4 

compound has been brought to this track and we were expecting to exhibit some of the 

handling characteristics we know are a limitation on this car, so we came here with a big plan 

of mechanical and aerodynamic test items. Given Dany wasn’t able to run, all of that work 

shifted to Pierre’s programme, so that session was more about data gathering and trying to 

build up an understanding of how these items were behaving. Then, we put a lot of analysis in 

from FP1 to FP2 to try and take the best of everything and apply that to the two cars for FP2 

onward. I think it’s shown the changes appear to be working because the competitiveness is 

looking reasonable, which is good, and the lower track temperatures also helped, as that 

seems to suit our package. The shorter run performance looked decent, and this is quite 

important for Pierre, as with the 5-position penalty it’s still important for him to do the best for 

Qualifying tomorrow. For Dany, it’s a different situation and our focus was primarily on the long 

runs, which looked quite positive too. We need to see what the wear figures are like to make 

sure the pace is fair, but I think the car balance was good and we’re quite happy with how we 

ended the day.”  

 

Toyoharu Tanabe (Honda F1 Technical Director):  
“All four of our cars are fitted with new Spec 4 ICE this weekend, as part of our PU management 

plan for the rest of the season. Kvyat also has other new components that make up the PU, 

which means he will start from the back of the grid, while the other three drivers take a 5 place 

grid drop. In FP1 with Kvyat there were issues on the car, which cost us some track time, so it 

was not the smoothest of days. However there were no problems on the PU front. Although it is 

only Friday, Gasly’s sixth place in the close mid-field is encouraging.” 
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