2019 AUSTRIAN GRAND PRIX – FRIDAY 28/06/2019
Alexander Albon (STR14-04, Car 23)
First Practice Session
Best lap: 1:06.285, pos. 13th, 32 laps
Second Practice Session
Best lap: 1:06.064, pos. 13th, 46 laps
“Obviously, we had a different mindset coming into this weekend as we knew we’re starting
from the back. We’re still testing options to understand which direction we need to take after
Paul Ricard – we made some improvements, but we still feel we’re lacking a bit. On the other
hand, our long-run pace, which is what I need to focus on, was very strong. So, I have some
mixed feelings from today, we’re quite happy with the car for the race but we still want to
understand the car and unlock its potential in the short run pace.”
Daniil Kvyat (STR14-03, Car 26)
First Practice Session
Best lap: 1:06.272, pos. 12th, 29 laps
Second Practice Session
Best lap: 1:06.148, pos. 15th, 38 laps
“The car was a bit difficult today, so we want to find some improvements for tomorrow. We
need to work well overnight to find some good steps for the car. We were trying a few different
setup directions today with my engineers - some worked, and some didn’t, so we’ll try to
implement everything we learned for tomorrow.”
Jonathan Eddolls (Chief Race Engineer):
“After our weekend in France, where the pace wasn’t quite where we expected, across the
whole team we’ve put a lot of effort in analysing all the data in the tight turnaround between
the two races to understand the weaknesses of the car at the last event. So, we came up with
a large test plan across both cars in FP1 and FP2 which covered all aspects of the car:
mechanical, aero and tyres. This track, a bit like France, has very hot track temperatures
expected throughout the weekend, and the same tyre compounds. The C4 isn’t really suited
to these temperatures as they’re a low working range compound, so our focus was to
understand how to get that tyre to work over the short run. This was important mainly for Dany
as he’ll take part in Qualifying, while for Alex the focus was a bit more on understanding the car
balance over the long run to optimise it for the race, given that we’ve tactically taken a new
PU for him. The car’s balance was tricky in FP1, similar in some ways to France, lacking rear
stability in low speed with understeer in the high-speed sections, so we made a few changes
for FP2 to try and address that. I think we’ve improved both the balance and the
competitiveness throughout the corners for FP2, but we’re still not where we want to be. We’ll
continue all of the analysis tonight to try and see what other tools we’ve got to tune the
balance throughout the lap. On the positive side, Alex showed quite good long run pace on
the Base tyre. We just need to work a bit more on the short run balance to help Dany for
tomorrow.”
Toyoharu Tanabe (Honda F1 Technical Director):
“This weekend we are running all four of our cars with the Spec 3 PU, as Albon joins the other
three drivers in using it. Apart from Max’s accident, the day went smoothly, as we progressed
with our usual work of tuning the PU settings to suit this track, for short and long runs.”
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